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Arbor Day is a chance to act on the benefits of trees
By Anna Lauren Lerner

T

rees are one of the most important tools in combating
climate change — the most
pressing issue of our day as conveyed by the recent COP26. Yet,
here in Honolulu, we are cutting
down trees at an astronomical
rate, straggling behind other cities
with only a 20% tree canopy cover.
Through satellite GPS, it was discovered that more than 76,000
trees had been cut down in just
four years.
Despite various tree planting initiatives, each year Hawaii loses
more trees than planted. Large
trees are cut down and there is a
general antipathy toward trees
“causing rubbish.” We must stop
this war on trees.
On Hawaii Arbor Day, being observed today, we can take action
to not only plant, but preserve
trees that took decades to grow
into the canopy that we enjoy.
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“a preventative self care in response to stressful conditions of
living in an urbanized society.” In
fact, Forest Bathing Hawaii is recommended by Forbes, New York
Times and NatGeo as one of the
best experiences in Hawaii.
We know that trees serve as a
“carbon sink,” the liver of our
planet, absorbing polluting gases
and filtering particulates. Trees become crucial on an island recharging our ever-depleting aquifers,
enabling rain and surface water to
infiltrate the ground, slowing erosion and acidification of coral
reefs. They protect us from UV
rays, reduce heat, and lessen dependence on air conditioning. In a
state concerned with diabetes,
tree-shaded streets encourage
people to walk and jog more and
that interaction encourages a
sense of community.
Beauty of trees impact property.
Studies show that homes landscaped with trees sell more
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quickly and for more than homes
without trees and on an entire
street lined with trees, homes can
be worth as much as 25% more.
People shop and linger at malls
longer when trees are present.
We have a chance with Hawaii
Arbor Day to act. To start, visit
your nearest botanical garden,
then get involved. There are many
organizations in Hawaii doing
good work and more initiatives on
the way. Just join up! The Outdoor
Circle, Malama O Manoa and
Smart Trees Pacific help with
adopt-a-tree giveaway events.
Want to create a better neighborhood? Trees for Honolulu’s Future’s “Trees for Kaimuki ” is a
model for communities. Kaulunani’s Citizen Forester Program,
an award-winning tree-plotting
program, certifies citizen foresters.
This Arbor Day, remember:
Plant and protect … it’s cooler
with trees.

a company that made cameras and film — not even if
one of them was a prodigy
like Zuckerberg.
There’s a telling moment
early in Zuckerberg’s presentation on the metaverse
when one of his employees
mentions “Arizona Sunshine,” a video game for the
Oculus headset. On cue,
Zuckerberg says “I love ‘Arizona Sunshine’! That game
basically got me and my
friends through the first few
months of the pandemic.”
Though Zuckerberg’s delivery is wooden, I’d bet the
statement was sincere. In it,
I heard echoes of Facebook’s creation story —
something Zuckerberg and
his buddies cooked up in a
Harvard dorm room that
they wanted to use themselves. Zuckerberg’s particular genius isn’t coding, but
wanting what the rest of us
would want if we understood what was possible.
But such gifts are limited
by one’s environment.
When Zuckerberg founded
Facebook, he was one
19-year-old college student
with a computer, among millions. A decade ago, when

he was pushing the company to focus on mobile
rather than desktop and
buying Instagram for $1 billion, he was a 28-year-old
entrepreneur. Now he’s a billionaire, one of only thousands, and he has aged out
of the coveted 18- to
34-year-old demographic.
His friends have virtual reality headsets so they can
play “Arizona Sunshine” together.
Maybe Zuckerberg and
his friends have once again
grasped the future just a little bit before the rest of us.
But it seems more likely that
the future belongs to people
we’ve never heard of —
those without a legacy business to worry about or a
thick layer of money and
fame insulating them from
the longings of ordinary users. That doesn’t mean
they’ll be better people, or
that we’ll be any happier
with their virtual creations
than we are with the real
world. But it will make for a
change.
———
Megan McArdle
is a columnist for
The Washington Post.
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